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As Regions Adapt to Climate Change, 
Pathways2Resilience Connects them with Funding and 
Support 
 
Brussels, 23 NOVEMBER 2023: 
 
To adapt to the impacts of climate change, regions and communities are going to have to 
transform. The EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change recognises the scale of this 
challenge and aims to support the testing-out of innovative approaches and strategies for a 
more resilient Europe. That is why the central objective of Pathways2Resilience, a project 
supporting the Mission, is helping regions and communities to develop transformative 
adaptation plans.   
 
Today, Pathways2Resilience has opened its first call for applications for regions to get 
involved in the development of strategies and action plans to boost their resilience to the 
impacts of climate change. The selected 40 regions will be directly supported by the 
Pathways2Resilience consortium receiving up to 210,000€ each to advance their approaches 
to climate adaptation planning. 
 

Opening today’s launch event in Brussels, Elina Bardram, Director for Adaptation & 
Resilience, Communication and Civil Society Relations at the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for Climate Action and Mission Manager for Adaptation to Climate 
Change, underscored the importance of this support for regions: “As part of the EU Mission 
Adaptation to Climate Change, Pathways2Resilience will help regional and local authorities to 
explore different adaptation scenarios and innovative solutions in a systemic way, and to find 
the pathway best suited for their needs. I encourage regions in every stage of their climate 
resilience journey to apply to the programme and benefit from its funding and services. This is 
your opportunity to demonstrate transformative solutions (such as flood-proof buildings, 
more drought resistant crops, and innovative insurance products) and engage citizens in a 
participatory way.” 

 

Selected regions will take part in the Regional Resilience Journey, Pathways2Resilience’s 
provision of supporting funding and services. Fernando Diaz Lopez, Resilience and Regional 
Eco-innovation Orchestrator, EIT Climate-KIC, who coordinates the Pathways2Resilience 
project, notes the need for novel approaches: “Climate change has a massive impact on our 
social, economic and environmental systems, which is why we need to work on adapting our 
lives, our infrastructure, and our financing. And most of the climate adaptation action is done 
at the local level, directly in communities and regions.” 
 
Pathways2Resilience is changing the way that these communities and regions look to the 
future of adaptation. Diaz Lopez goes on to note: “Pathways2Resilience’s aim is to embed a 
new, transformative approach in how regions plan climate adaptation. Innovation, however, is 
not always about reinventing the wheel: often the biggest impact passes by catalysing 
progress and catering to needs already there – using a systems innovation lens. That’s the 

https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/context/
https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/first-open-call/
https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/launch-event/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu%2Ffunding%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Ffunding-programmes-and-open-calls%2Fhorizon-europe%2Feu-missions-horizon-europe%2Fadaptation-climate-change_en&data=05%7C01%7Caida.khalilova%40climate-kic.org%7Ce547efe19a6e464c793808dbdf93ed77%7C288189390afb44b2b6c28eb0a57cca64%7C0%7C0%7C638349598706098735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mcGthGm02szWIWyCDb0vY5YdW3NQucLJWH2Ub7AbWBM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearch-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu%2Ffunding%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Ffunding-programmes-and-open-calls%2Fhorizon-europe%2Feu-missions-horizon-europe%2Fadaptation-climate-change_en&data=05%7C01%7Caida.khalilova%40climate-kic.org%7Ce547efe19a6e464c793808dbdf93ed77%7C288189390afb44b2b6c28eb0a57cca64%7C0%7C0%7C638349598706098735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mcGthGm02szWIWyCDb0vY5YdW3NQucLJWH2Ub7AbWBM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/regional-resilience-journey-map/


  

2 Funded by the European Union under grant agreement No 101093942. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or of CINEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting 
authority can be held responsible for them. 

 

DX.X  

‘Mission’ approach at the core of the project and we call on all regions – those more 
vulnerable, that stand to learn more, and those more advanced, that can share their best 
practices and accelerate change – to get involved and create this together.”  
 
This call signals a new future for regional and community-scale resilience – one based on 
collaboration and systemic change. 
 
Notes for the editor 
 
Opening Date for Call: Monday 23 November 2023 
Deadline for Call: Wednesday 21 February 2024 12:00 CET 
 
Eligibility: 

• Applicants must be regions/communities that are part of EU Member States or 
Associated Countries that are within Europe’s biogeographical regions.  

• Given that this call is implementing 2021 budget appropriations, UK entities are 
ineligible to participate in any funded role for this call.  

• Moreover, entities subject to EU restrictive measures (e.g.: sanctions) under Article 29 
of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU) and Article 215 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the EU (TFEU), as well as Article 75 TFEU10, are ineligible to 
participate as recipients of subgrants (e.g. financial support to third parties) or 
subcontractors.  

• Specific conditions exist for: non-government controlled territories of Ukraine, Russia, 
Belarus and Hungary.  

• In this first call, the selection process will prioritise regions/communities with 
heightened vulnerability. 

 
Contact 
 

• For more information, contact us at hello@pathways2resilience.eu 
• Learn more on our website: www.pathways2resilience.eu/first-open-call/ 
• Media materials can be found here: https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/media/ 

http://www.pathways2resilience.eu/media/ 
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